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NOW EVERY WEDNESDAY
TODOS LOS MIERCOLES

SOMOS el Futuro

MOdel New YOrk SeNate
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This weekend, some of  the state’s most influential Latino 
lawmakers will gather in Albany for the 27th Annual “Somos El 

Futuro” conference. 

At the same time, an impressive group of  more than 60 CUNY and SUNY 
students will be learning what it is like to wear the shoes of  the legislators. 

This contingent of  ambitious and talented students has received unique 
insight on the state legislative process, access to Albany’s powerbrokers, 
and hands-on training through an eighteen year-old program known as the 
Model New York State Senate.   

The Model New York State Senate was 
founded at the request of  the Puerto Rican/
Hispanic Task Force as a collaborative effort 
of  the City University of  New York (CUNY), 
the Edward T. Rogowsky CUNY Internship 
Program, and the State University of  New 
York.

Usually, this type of  hands-on-training 
in government is offered to students at Ivy 
League universities.  But we know that CUNY’s 
outstanding students deserve the same type of  
public service training and experience. 

The Model New York State Senate provides 
the opportunity for CUNY and SUNY students 
to develop and enhance their leadership potential through experiential 

learning alongside state senators 
and assembly members.  

Many Model Senate alumni 
have succeeded in fulfilling their 
political dreams, including Senator 
José Peralta who participated in 
the inaugural program. 

Four years ago, Assemblyman 
Felix Ortiz and I announced an 

Mayor 
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Blasio

      exerciSe 
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An
in

exciting new opportunity for 
students who completed the Model 
New York State Senate program: 
a part-time summer internship 
with state legislators on the Task 
Force. So far, nearly 40 students 
have been placed in the district 
offices of  Task Force Executive 
Committee members and had the 

opportunity to work on various assignments; 
community outreach, constituent case intake, 
and field research.  

In addition to education and governmental 
training, participating students have also 
received more than $250,000 in scholarships. 

Perhaps the most exciting part of  the Model 
Senate Program is when the students take the 
floor of  the Senate Chamber in Albany for 
a rigorous debate. This year’s topic will be 
Campaign Financing, a subject that has been 
discussed throughout this legislative session 
and will continue to remain a major priority.  
It will be an extraordinary moment to see and 
hear the brilliant young people that will likely 

become the future leaders of  their community, city, state and nation. 

CUNY 
Senior Vice 
Chancellor 
and Secretary 
of the 
Board of 
Trustees Jay 
Hershenson

¡Saludos! del Vice Canciller Jay Hershenson
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SOMOS el Futuro

call of conscience

Lucrecia Brito
Bronx Community College

theFuture
spirit of success

core conviction 

Abraham Miha
Hostos Community College 
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It is of  little surprise that Margarita Luna is a Model Senator.
The Political Science major is intent on attending law school, and 
on eventually representing her native Bronx as an elected official.
“I want to make a difference.” 
Luna will serve as this year’s Democratic Majority Leader and has worked hard 
to organize a coalition of  colleagues that will prevail in passing legislation.
“Everyone is extremely motivated and driven. The work we’re doing has 
become a priority.” 
The Dominican-American student has further developed her public 
speaking and debate skills.
The work in Model Senate has inspired her to do even more.
“The fact is, I need to fight to pass a bill. This really gave me the sense 
that I should be more involved.”

Margarita Luna
Hunter College

Criminal Justice major Abraham Miha has a deep appreciation for the law.
“As a student, you see it as a definition.”

Model Senate has broadened his view of  persuasive reasoning.
“You don’t realize how hard it is to get a point across until you’re doing it, 

when you have a number of  people against or with you.”
He has forged deep bonds with his fellow Senators.

“I am humbled to be in a room of  intellectuals that help 
shed light on how policy gets done.” 

Miha, who is of  Puerto Rican and Pakistani heritage, believes the lessons 
learned at Model Senate will extend far.

“Learning has a spore-like effect. We develop a real understanding of  
politics, and go tell five friends, and those five friends 

will tell another five friends.”

Lucrecia Brito is a woman on a mission.
“I am interested in serving. I want to work for the people in my 
community.”
Recently arrived from the Dominican Republic, Brito will be 
graduating with an Associate’s Degree in Health Services and 
moving on to her Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology. 
Social work is her calling.
“I want to improve the life of  our youth.”
Brito says the level of  commitment shown by her fellow Senators 
has been astounding.
She is eager to incorporate her Model Senate experience in her work.
 “This program makes us all well informed,” she says. 
“It has been an amazing experience.”
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   the New York City Board of    
   Elections
•  Jorge Fanjul, Democratic District 
   Leader for the 34th Assembly District 
   and Director of  Corporation and 
   Foundation Relations at 
   Queensborough Community College
• Jenny Fernández, Director of  
  Government and Community 
  Relations, New York City Landmarks 
  Preservation Commission
• Ischia Bravo, Executive Director 
  of  the Bronx Democratic County 
  Committee
• Roberto Pérez, Deputy 
   Commissioner at the New York 
   City Community Affairs Unit
• Alexandra Ruiz, President of  
  Immigration Advocacy Matters

Emelyn de Guzmán
Baruch College’s School of  Public Affairs
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SOMOS el Futuro

Among some of  the over 1,100 Model Senate alums

Intern at City Hall. Treasurer of  the Public Affairs Club. Future City Councilmember.
De Guzmán’s enthusiasm for service has led her to assume numerous roles, including in the 

Model Senate. The program came highly recommended.
“I met Sen. Gustavo Rivera,” and I asked, ‘Is there any community service that I can do?’”
He steered the young Dominican-American student towards the Model Senate, where she 

has found a kinship with like-minded students who also believe in 
active participation in civic life.

“It’s our responsibility to help people go forward and 
participate in the democratic process.”

And she is keenly aware of  the program’s impact on a community of  
students as diverse as the city from which they hail.

“We need more Latinos out there,” she insists. “As voters, as Senators, as Councilmembers 
– more Latinos out there representing.”

• State Senator José Peralta
• State Senator Gustavo Rivera
• Virgilio Aran, President and 

   Co-Founder of  the New York City 
   Laundry Workers Center
•  Valerie Vázquez, Spokeswoman for 

Paulina Leyla speaks the language of  leadership.
Leyla completed the Edward T. Rogowsky Women’s Internship 
Program last semester. 
She had also previously participated in Model United Nations 
and Model European Union programs that provided experiential 
knowledge of  international policy-making.
It was time for the Mexican-American student to bring it home.
“I wanted to learn more about local issues and our community.”
In seeking to delve into the process of  state law-making, Leyla has 
become more aware of  the needs of  residents in other districts.
“I’ve learned a lot about demographics,” she notes. 
“You see how important learning about other people in the state 
is to a Senator.”

heart of experience

Paulina Leyla
City College of  New York 

State Senator José Peralta 
(left) and State Senator 
Gustavo Rivera (right)
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An 18 Year Engagement
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2014 MODEL SENATE LUNCHEON

theleGacY
“I used to think the Model Senate was 

an exercise in legislative decision-
making. I realize now it is a most unique 
experience in civic engagement.”

- Dr. Anthony Maniscalco, Program Director

Founded in 1997, the Model New York State 
Senate (Model Senate) has become a beacon for 
leaders.

Under the leadership of  CUNY Senior Vice 
Chancellor Jay Hershenson, Program Director Dr. 
Anthony Maniscalco and Assistant Director Ernesto 
Malavé, Jr., the Model Senate has successfully 
forged creative pathways for critical thinkers and is 
a forefront model of  experiential earning in public 
policy.

Each year, students come together for a series of  
intensive training seminars on representation, state 
policy formulation, and the legislative process.

“Students undergo life-changing experiences,” 
says Dr. Maniscalco. “They become experts in public 
policy issues that affect all New Yorkers, and emerge 
more adept at thinking critically, speaking publicly, 
and advancing an ethical agenda.”

The ETR Internship Program is tasked with 
coordinating the selection process and the 
development of  participants from students to 
model Senators.

“The program is a real-life, real-time immersive 
experience in politics and policy,” notes Assistant 
Program Director Ernesto Malavé, Jr. “Students are 

asked to give it their all, and we give them the same 
in return.”

Students can also compete for scholarship awards 
and pursue public service endeavors through the 
Somos Summer Internship with members of  the 
Executive Committee of  the Puerto Rican/Hispanic 
Task Force.

“Through the process, students change the way 
they make decisions,” explained Malavé.  “They 
begin to understand that if  you ever want to speak 
for the public, you need to listen first.”

Nearly two decades since its founding, the 
Model Senate program has distinguished itself  as 
a successful exemplar of  learning by doing, and 
serves as a highlight of  the Spring Somos El Futuro 
Conference.

Notes Dr. Maniscalco, “It has become one of  the 
programs of  which we are proudest.”

Assistant 
Program 
Director 
Ernesto 
Malavé, Jr.

Program Director Dr. Anthony Maniscalco

Among the speakers featured at the 
2014 Model Senate Luncheon is 

Assemblymember Félix W. Ortiz, Chair of  
the New York State Assembly/Senate Puerto 
Rican and Hispanic Task Force.

Assemblymember Ortiz was born and raised in La 
Playa de Salinas, Puerto Rico. 

He graduated from Boricua College with a Bachelor 
of  Science degree in Business Administration in 
1983 and he received a Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration from New York University in 1986. 
He is a 2002 Toll Fellow Graduate and in 2003, he 
was selected to be part of  the Eleanor Roosevelt 
Fellowship Program. 

Since his election, Assemblymember Ortiz has 
served as Chair on several committees including the 
Veterans Affairs Committee, and the Alcohol and 
Substance Abuse Committee, the Mental Health 
Committee and is currently Chair of  the Cities 
Committee and of  the Assembly/Senate Puerto 
Rican and Hispanic Task Force. 

During his tenure in office, Assemblymember 
Ortiz had served as Co-Founder and President of  
the National Hispanic Caucus of  State Legislators, 

Vice-President of  COPA USA, Chair of  the Labor 
and Workforce Committee and Member of  the 
Executive Committee of  the National Conference of  
State Legislators (NCSL), and Executive Committee 
Board Member of  the Council of  State Governments 
(CSG), Ex-Officio Board Member of  NALEO and 
an Executive Member of  the New York State Black, 
Puerto Rican and Asian Caucus. 

Many of  Assemblymember Ortiz’s bills are used as 
role models by other states’ and countries’ legislative 
bodies, among them are: a ban on cell phone use 
and texting while driving; a mandate that requires 
chain restaurants and school districts to label the 
calorie count of  their foods; an act prohibiting Trans 
fats use in restaurants; a bill that would address 
working families’ injustice on sweatshop industry. 
Assemblymember Ortiz also passed New York’s 
first Statewide Child Obesity Education Program 
law, which ensures that nutritionally based education 
programs be a part of  every classroom. 

Assemblymember Ortiz continues to lead a 
distinguished career in public service. He is nationally 
and internationally recognized as an elected official 
with cutting edge legislation that aims to improve the 
health and well-being of  the people of  New York and 
the United States as a whole.

Assemblymember 
Félix W. Ortiz


