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Dear Doctor:
My brother was
diagnosed with HIV
years ago and we just
found out he has
Hepatitis C too. He
seemed to be finally
getting used to living
with HIV and now he
has to come to terms
with another potentially
deadly virus. | worry
about how he’ll cope
with both conditions. Is
it common to have both
HIV and Hep C? How
will his treatment and
medications change?
-Hector

Dear Hector,

Hepatitis C is becoming
more common than HIV. The
ways of fransmission are very
similar so we often find peo-

le infected with both. We
ave made tremendous prog-
ress in the treatment of HIV
and now an affected person
can live many healthy years
if properly treated.

Although the diagnosis and
successful freatment of He|
C lagged behind that of HIV
by a number of years, we
are finally af a stage where
it can be treated effectively
and cured, even when the
person has Hep C tool
Several treatments are avail-
able and many more are be-

ing developed. In the future,
we can expect 8 out of every
10 cases of Hep C to be
cured when properly treated.

Hepatitis C affects predomi-
nantly Blacks and Latinos. The
Bronx has one of the highest
number of cases in the na-
tion. Unfortunately, many af-
fected people haven't been

tested and diagnosed, which
delays life saving treatment.
Hep C can cause Cirrhosis
of the liver and Liver Can-
cer, and is the number one
cause of liver transplants in
America. You can be infect-
ed and still look and feel nor-
mal, so adults and teens who
have used drugs, had blood
transfusions or been tattooed
should be tested. The condi-
tion is curable and treatment
quite manageable if you're
in the hands of an experi-
enced provider, especially if
both HIV and Hep C are be-
ing freated.

Acacia Network’s Medical
Team includes doctors who
specialize in HIV/HCV Coin-
fection, with years of experi-
ence treating the Latino and
African American communi-
ties and other atrisk popu-
lations. Have your brother
make an appointment at one
of our Family Health Care
Centers today, where he'll re-
ceive the best freatment avail-
able to help him manage his
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condition and live a long and
satisfying life.

Acacia Network
provides a variety of
medical services:

* Family Practice

¢ Internal Medicine

¢ Mental Health

¢ Pediatrics

* Gynecology

* Podiatry

* Nutrition

¢ Health Education

e And much, much more!

Make an appointment at
one of our clinics today.

PLEASE SEND YOUR “DOCTOR’S CORNER” QUESTIONS TO: ACACIA NETWORK, 1776 CLAY AVENUE, BRONX NY 10457
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LA CASA DE SALUD
966 Prospect Avenue, Bronx
Tel. (718) 8421412

PARK AVENUE FAMILY

HEALTHCARE CENTER

4196 Park Avenue, Bronx
Tel. (718) 466-1574

CLAY AVENUE HEALTHCARE CENTER
1776 Clay Avenue, Bronx
Tel. (718) 299-1100 x3056

BARBEE FAMILY
HEALTHCARE CENTER

Acaciaf®Network

ROOTED IN THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1969

CHARLES A. LAPORTE FAMILY
HEALTH CARE CENTER
1064 Franklin Avenue, Bronx
Tel. 718-764-1590

WESTCHESTER AVENUE FAMILY
PRIMARY HEALTHCARE CENTER

262-4 East 174th Street, Bronx 915 Westchester Avenue, Bronx 266 West 145th Street, Manhattan
Tel. (718) 299-6910 Tel. (718) 466-3550 Tel. (212) 690-4002

www.acacianetwork.org
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CLAREMONT FAMILY
HEALTHCARE CENTER
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